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Not Just for Christmas

One of the most popular attractions in 
Remuera for the past two Decembers has 
been the “Puppy Kissing Booth”.  
The cuddling and snuggling station has 

sat beside Santa’s house in the Village Green on ‘Santa 
Paws’ pet photo days. For a gold coin donation, animal 
lovers pet and cuddle puppies looking for new homes.

The dogs are in the care of Auckland Puppy Rescue, 
a volunteer group which works with pounds and 
councils to foster, and then rehome, abandoned or 
dumped puppies, giving them all-important family 
socialisation before they are adopted. 

“My family adores fostering puppies before they find 
their homes,” says Shelley McArthur-Dye, who works 
for the Remuera Business Association and suggested 
the Kissing Booth fundraiser would be a popular 
festive addition. “It’s hard to say goodbye, but they get a 
chance at living, a chance to have a life.”

To limit the number of unwanted pups, Puppy 
Rescue has launched a desexing project, Neuter Ninjas. 
You can donate and read more about Puppy Rescue 
at www.aucklandpuppyrescue.com or on Facebook: 
Auckland Puppy Rescue, or search for Neuter Ninjas 
and Auckland Puppy Rescue on Givealittle.

Happily, seven of the puppies who visited Remuera 
in December were adopted as a result of the promotion, 
and are now happily ensconced in families across 
Auckland. Pups Quartz, Pearl and Sapphire were 
from a litter of four rescued from a farm in Northland, 
where they were unwanted. The Harry Potter-inspired 
siblings Hermione, Draco, Fleur and Cho came to 
Puppy Rescue from the Pukekohe Pound at six-weeks-
old, and as their new families report, have brought 
some magic into their new homes.  — Kirsty Cameron

Spotify (formerly Quartz, mostly 
known as Spot)
“He settled in well from day one. 
He stole a tea-towel for a comfort 
blanket on the first night, and now 
he has several, since if we ever 
forget to give him his ‘blanket’ or if 
he leaves it outside, he goes and gets 
a fresh one for the night. He’s good 
with other dogs, and other people. 
Our boys enjoy having Spot around 
— we send them out for a few hours 
after school to play with him.”

Mika (formerly Cho)
“Mika has become the centre of our universe. We spent the 
summer holidays road-tripping with her, introducing her to 
swimming at the beach and training her to do tricks. Mika is still 
working out where she stands with our 17-year-old cat, who’s 
the only family member not impressed with our new addition. 
We are so blessed to have her, and recommend Auckland Puppy 
Rescue to anyone considering getting a dog.”
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Summer (formerly Hermione)
“She is settling well into her forever home with 
her two brothers, Easter the mini schnauzer, 
and Russell the Russian blue cat. They spend 
a lot of time together, and now they can’t be 
separated.”

Draco
“Draco is a laidback, 
extremely smart, well-
loved addition to our 
family. He has the power 
to remove teens from 
rooms and take them 
on adventures, and has 
cat friends who he has 
morning meetings with. 
He also keeps his autistic 
big brother calm when 
out. We are all very much 
in love with him.”
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Left: Charli (formerly Sapphire)
“Charli’s fitted into our family beautifully. We adopted 
her on Christmas Eve and have been in love with her ever 
since — we’re pretty sure the feeling is mutual! She is so 
sweet, funny and easy-going. We could not have asked for 
a better addition to our family.”

Fleur
“Fleur has settled in great — she now gets along so 
well with our cat, Malinka, and they often sleep 
together, which is amazing. We love her to pieces. 
She’s such a placid pup and approaches everyone 
and everything with the utmost joy. We’re stoked.”

Right: Kuki (formerly Pearl)
“Kuki, pronounced ‘Cookie’, is doing well at her new 
family home. Our eight-year-old son loves her and they are 
building a very good bond.”


